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religious attitude toward the facts of life has equal validity with the 
scientific, and rests upon imperishable foundations in the nature of the 
human soul. 

The reader may question whether Mr. Schiller's ' flexible ' and adapt- 
able truth will really satisfy the thirst for ontology which seems to be a 
part of the religious nature, and so be able to meet his own pragmatic 
test. Again, if the growing universality of an opinion is to be taken as 
a test of its truth, what of the beings who hold the opinion? Are they 
real beings of the old-fashioned kind? Professor Eoyce thinks that 
pragmatism is a ' lonely ' doctrine, and Mr. Schiller argues 1 that abso- 
lute idealism is solipsistic. The situation is interesting, and it would 
seem that an investigation is necessary before either side can make good 
its claim to so valuable a philosophical asset as a society of other selves. 
It is to be feared that the realist will cling to the naive delusion of an 
external world until his more accomplished philosophical brethren can find 
some better reason for believing in the existence of their neighbors than 
an equally naive ' feelin' for you.' For the rest, Mr. Schiller leaves us 
where Plato left us : we must take the best of human opinions, and upon 
that as a raft, not without risk, venture out upon the voyage of life. 

Wm. Hallock Johnson. 

Lincoln University, Pa. 

Les anomalies mentales chez les ecoliers. J. Philippe et G. P. Boncour. 

Paris: Alcan. 1905. 
Leicht ahnorme Kinder. W. Weygandt. Sammlung zwangloser Abhand- 

lungen aus dem Gebiete der Nerven- und OeistesJcranlcheiten, 1905, 

VI, No. 1. 
Veber Idiotie. W. Weygandt. Ibid., 1906, VI., Eos. 5 and 6. 

In these three monographs the authors have considered most of the 
recent literature on the causes, symptoms and treatment of the feeble- 
minded. The first article of Weygandt and the book of Philippe and 
Boncour are of particular interest to students of psychology and educa- 
tion. In these the authors discuss the mental condition of those children 
who have a sense of morality and who are sufficiently intelligent to attend 
school, but who are ' backward.' 

These children can profit from instruction in the public schools, 
but not to the extent that perfectly normal children can do. Most of 
them have a mental awkwardness and slowness, and consequently they are 
difficult to teach in classes with normal pupils. They either retard the 
progress of the normal or are left to themselves to remain uneducated. 
They are apathetic, easily fatigued, with unstable attention, often nervous. 
With sufficient individual attention, however, and in schools especially 
fitted for them, these children can be educated to a comparatively high 
degree of efficiency and made useful to themselves and to the community. 
Often when their physical defects or ailments — adenoids, obstructions to 
hearing, defects of eyesight, etc. — are corrected, there is an immediate 
improvement in mental condition. 

'This Journal, Vol. III., No. 4. 
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In Germany and France much attention is being given to these back- 
ward children. In Germany alone there are seven journals devoted partly 
or entirely to the consideration of this class. It is a matter for regret 
that in this country comparatively little is being done for improvement 
and in study of these curable cases. 



Shepherd Ivory Franz. 



McLean Hospital, Wavebley, Mass. 
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INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF ETHICS. January, 1906, 
Vol. XVI. The Dangers of Democracy (pp. 129-145) : J. S. Mackenzie. 
-An exposition of the advantages and disadvantages of democratic gov- 
ernment, maintaining the thesis that its one great danger is that it may 
fail to realize its own ideal of government of the people, by the people 
and for the people. Ethical Influences in University Life (pp. 145-157) : 
C. H. Toy. -An address to Harvard students. The relative isolation of 
the college community is viewed as tending to a relaxation of outside 
obligations, and to social and academic seclusion, while promoting re- 
pose and concentration, simple and clear thought, high ideals, intellectual 
sincerity and a free interchange of constructive criticism. Ten Years 
of War and the Hague Treaty (pp. 158-171) : W. L. Cook. - The writer 
argues that the Hague Treaty can best be made effective as a preventive 
of war by providing that the interposition of a buffer period of thirty 
days between the breaking off of diplomatic engagements and the out- 
break of hostilities, which the Treaty now recommends, be made manda- 
tory. The Retail Method in Reform (pp. 171-179) : Mary E. Richmond. 

- Historical and contemporary illustrations are adduced to show that the 
most effective method of social reform is that which takes its rise from 
an interest in individual cases, suggesting a general program leading to 
changes in legislation and public opinion, completing the circle by atten- 
tion to the complete and effective application of the principle thus gained. 
Suicide : Some of its Causes and Preventives (pp. 179-189) : C. F. Yonge. 

- Gives representative opinions on suicide, discusses some of its condi- 
tions and emphasizes the value of religious faith and a strong sense of 
duty as a preventive. The Industrial Millennium (pp. 190-198) : Ira W. 
Howerth. - We need a scientific industrial ideal. A rational industrial 
order involves economy of force, cooperation in the spirit of love, made 
effective through intelligent democratic control. Its coming depends on 
the growth of the spirit of universal brotherhood, which latter is not inde- 
pendent of external conditions. Ethical Forces in the Practise of Medi- 
cine (pp. 198-203) : Richard C. Cabot. - The moral advantage of the 
physician's work lies in peculiar opportunities for achieving skill, science 
and friendship. The Practical Deductions of the Theory of Knowledge 
(pp. 204-227) : D. H. MacGregor. - Idealistic epistemology seeks to estab- 
lish a formal teleology, based not on special adaptations, but on the gen- 



